
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1. Randy Moody 
 
 3. Gerald Pitts 
 
10. Christy Byrd, Josh Farley 
 
12. Morgan Lewis Teague 
 
13. Denise Mathis 
 
15. Katie Fielden 
 
17. Peggy Newberry 
 
18. Regina Cable, Carson Norris 
 
21. Jerry Buchanan 
 
23. Dianne Lee Davis, Marty Owens 
 
24. Makayla Butler 
 
26. Amanda Holder 
 
28. Tim Lolley 
 
31. Barbara Parton, Peggie Tyler 

 
--------------- 

 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

 
Congratulations to 

Chuck & Nancy Beemer  
who will be celebrating their  

30th Wedding Anniversary on August 25.. 
 

--------------- 
 

SYMPATHY  
 
Christian sympathy is extended to . . . 
 
. . . Natasha Aldridge and family in the passing of 

her mother, Darlene Inman. 
 
. . . Bob & Mary Jane Allen in the passing of their 

grandson, Jeff Allen. 
 
. . . Shirley Tidwell and family in the passing of Bill. 
 
. . . the family of Jean Briggs. 
 
. . . Keisha & Jonathan Gentry in the passing of 

their sister, Kyla. 
 
. . .  the Irene Allen family in the passing of Roy 

Trantham. 
 
. . . Brian & Angie Walker in the passing of Angie’s 

cousin and aunt. 
 

--------------- 
 

BIRTH 
 
Announcing the arrival of . . . 
ANSLEE REAGAN CURTIS to Hannah & Dakota 
Curtis on June 17, 2020. 
She weighed 6 lbs. 15 ozs. and was 19 inches long. 
Grandparents: Wil & Sarah Carver 
Great-Grandmother: Jewell Carver 

2020 GRADUATES 
 

Timothy J. Sheridan 
Master of Divinity 

Concordia Theological Seminary 
Fort Wayne, IN. 

Timothy was ordained into the ministry at his home 
church, Our Savior Lutheran in Raleigh, NC on July 
19th. He has been called as pastor in Harrison, MI. 

 
Kaitlin B. Sheridan (Timothy’s wife) 

Master of Arts in Deaconess Studies 
Concordia Theological Seminary 

Fort Wayne, IN. 
 

Grandchildren of Fred & Bonnie Buchanan 
 

--------------- 
 

THANK YOU 

(This note was received on July 8th and Jean went 
to be with the Lord on July 15th.) 

 
“We give thanks to God always for you… 

1 Thessalonians 1:2 
 

I always give thanks for the church family at 
Hazelwood Baptist Church. Your love and prayers 
always lift me up!  
 

Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. 
 

Thank you, Tim, for all your prayers, 
encouragement and support. God has surely 
blessed me and by His Grace I am going to enjoy 
good health! Praying for you as you continue to 
minister to “His” flock! 
 
Love, 
Jean  
 

--------------- 
 

GIFT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

Baptist Children’s Homes of North Carolina 
gratefully acknowledges a gift in honor of … 

Hazelwood Baptist Church 
Fellowship of Deacons 

 
This generous support of children is 

an expression of love and respect from … 
Robert C. Allen 

16 Lanes End Drive 
Waynesville, NC  28786 

 
Today, this gift made a real difference in the life 

of a child. There is no finer legacy. 



From the Cradle to the Cross 
 

Proverbs 22:6 
 

AUGUST 2020 

 

Sometimes it seems as though time is standing still. 

And yet at other times I just can’t believe how 

quickly time passes!! Well, this is one of those 

times! Where did the summer go? August - time to 

consider school and fall colors and hot days! 

 

As with many things that have had to be cancelled 

due to our pandemic state of affairs here goes 

another! Unfortunately, we will not be hosting VBS 

this summer. We remain prayerful that we will be 

able to start Wednesday evening programs back 

soon but we depend heavily on our volunteers. We 

want to keep everyone safe and healthy! 

 

In preparation for school we would like to assist 

with school supplies! Supply lists have not been 

published at this time due to the uncertainty of how 

that will look but what we do know is that students 

will need core supplies so we are going to prepare 

backpacks with the essentials! We are going to fill 

our Backpack Project 2020 in the following way: 

 

 One Standard backpack 

 2 packs wide rule notebook paper 

 4 composition books (marbled) 

 1 box colored pencils 

 2 packs #2 pencils 

 1 pack dry erase markers (4 count) 

 1 pack sticky post it notes 

If you would like to make a donation for school 

supplies I will purchase these things for you also. I 

hope to be able to deliver these backpacks to 

students by August 14, 2020. Thank you for all you 

are doing during this changing time! Remember to 

love on and encourage one another as you always 

have! I am so thankful for each one of you! 

 
In His Service, 

Tasha L. Byrd 
 
 
 

This is an e-mail from Janice Eiland Robertson, 
daughter of Clarence & Gwendolyn Eiland. Rev. 
Eiland was pastor at Hazelwood Baptist Church 
from December 1958 - November 1963. 
 
Hi Regina! 
 
I have thought of Hazelwood Church, and you so 
often. I have such fond memories of our years 
there. We were there long enough for it to feel like 
home. That’s where I was happiest I think. Was 
reading your web page today (It looks great.) and 
wondering just how many of you I would actually 
know. All is well with us. We’ve been in DeRidder, 
Louisiana for 40+ years now and Mother and Ann 
are just over three hours north of us in Vivian. 
They’re fine. You wouldn’t believe that mother of 
ours. She’s 97 and runs circles around us both. I 
think she will never be “old”. Really, she is in better 
health than I am and is just now slowing down and 
that’s because of covid19. I’m sure all of that is bad 
there, just as it is for us. But God is good and He’s 
providing for everything. Doesn’t He always?! I 
retired after 30 years working at our FBC here. 
Loved it. Please let me hear from you. Would love 
to know how you are. Take care. “Hello” to anyone 
who might remember me. God bless.  
 
Janice 
 
(If you were here when the Eilands were and 
remember Janice, you can send her a note at  
janndal2@yahoo.com – she would love to hear 
from you.) 
 

--------------- 
 

WE’RE ALL 
IN THIS 

Together 
 

Waynesville Community Blood Drive 
Masonic Lodge 

435 East Marshall Street 
 

Monday, August 3rd 
12:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 
To make your appointment or for more information, 
please call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) 

or visit RedCrossBlood.org. 
 

Now offering COVID-19 Antibody Testing 
with every blood donation. 

 
(We really need more volunteers to help with the 

Blood Drive. If you would be willing to help, please 
see Peggie Tyler or Dick Young.) 



A MONTH OF PRAYER  
BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOMES 
 
WEEK ONE 
 
SUNDAY    Pray for an 11-year-old girl who cries at night while 
her Baptist Children’s Homes (BCH) cottage parents hold her 
and whisper prayers that God will give her young mind rest from 
the trauma of abuse. Pray that she will feel safe and receive the 
peace she needs to have a restful night’s sleep. 
 
MONDAY    Pray for the child at BCH who has recently learned 
that she is not able to go back home to her parents anytime 
soon. Pray for that child to have comfort and patience that God 
is preparing the very best life for both her and her family. Pray 
that the child feels the love and support of her cottage parents 
as she waits to be reunited with her parents. 
 
TUESDAY   Pray for the five siblings who have recently come 
into care after being removed from their family’s custody. BCH’s 
cottages are big enough so the sister and brothers are able to 
be together. Praise God that not only is BCH able to keep 
siblings together, but it is a place of safety and hope where the 
love of God brightly shines! 
 
WEDNESDAY   Pray for a 16-year-old boy who had the courage 
to initiate a challenging, but much-needed, conversation with his 
father. Pray that this difficult talk leads to trust and reconciliation 
between the father and his son. 
 
THURSDAY  Pray for BCH’s case managers and staff members 
who receive phone calls from families who are struggling with a 
variety of emotional and physical challenges. Pray that God will 
lead BCH’s staff members as they connect these families with 
the BCH ministries that will bring healing to their hurts and help 
them overcome their obstacles. 
 
FRIDAY   Pray for the four children who came into BCH’s care 
because their mother passed out at the wheel of their car and 
wrecked with them inside. Pray for their mother and her 
challenges. Pray for the children that they will know they are 
safe and loved at BCH. Most of all, pray God works in 
everyone’s lives and hearts. 
 
SATURDAY   Pray for the children and families BCH serves to 
come to know Jesus as Savior. Pray that God will open doors for 
the Gospel to be shared with them by their cottage parents, case 
managers, chiefs and staff. Pray that they will see God’s love 
through the care they are receiving and the support of North 
Carolina Baptists. 
 
WEEK TWO 
 
SUNDAY    Pray for the 12-year-old boy whose mother recently 
passed away. Pray God gives him the courage and peace he 
needs. Pray for guidance for his BCH cottage parents and case 
manager as they offer him encouragement and comfort during 
his difficult time. 
 
MONDAY  Pray for the foster parents BCH has trained and 
licensed throughout the state. At any time, they will receive a 
phone call about a child, or siblings, who need a home. Pray that 
the foster family will have the courage to say “yes” even though 

there will be many aspects of the child’s background they will not 
know. Pray God will equip the family with the strength, patience 
and love to meet the needs of the child(ren). 
 
TUESDAY    Pray for the family of a child in BCH’s care that has 
been evicted from their home. Pray that the family would find a 
safe, appropriate place to live. Pray for their child who worries 
about them. Most of all, pray that the family’s hearts would be 
stirred with a desire to know Christ and choose to live a different 
lifestyle. 
 
WEDNESDAY   Pray that God would lead couples to be cottage 
parents to hurting children at BCH’s statewide locations. Ask 
God to lead the right young men and women to be chiefs at our 
wilderness camps. Pray that all of these special people will care 
for the boys and girls (many who come from unimaginable 
situations of abuse and neglect) with the unconditional love of 
Jesus. 
 
THURSDAY   Pray for a young lady at BCH, turning 18 years 
old during the summer, who plans to move out on her own. Pray 
that she will make the transition to being a responsible, 
independent adult. Pray that she will make wise choices that are 
consistent, healthy and focused on achieving success. 
 
FRIDAY   Pray for the single mother from Portugal who recently 
lived in one of BCH’s Family Care cottages with her children. 
She currently cannot speak English. While BCH was working to 
help her, she made the decision to move into the home with her 
baby’s father. Please pray that God will watch over her and the 
children. 
 
SATURDAY   Pray for Guardian Ad Litems, volunteers assigned 
as representatives in court for each child who is in the custody of 
the state’s Department of Social Services. Pray that these 
volunteers carefully listen to the children to whom they are 
assigned. Pray that the children feel safe being open and honest 
with the Guardian Ad Litem so that the court has the knowledge 
it needs to make the best plans for the well being of the child 
and the family. 
 
WEEK THREE 
 
SUNDAY   Pray for a 13-year-old girl who likes to look out for 
the well being of the youngest girl in their cottage. She knows 
how the younger girl feels because they both have suffered 
abuse. The 13 year old watches over the other girl despite 
struggling with nightmares and post-traumatic stress disorder 
because of trauma she endured from parents she trusted to 
keep her safe. Pray for these children that God will bring them 
strength, peace and healing. 
 
MONDAY  Pray for an 18-year-old girl that is enrolling in a 
nursing program this fall. She has no other family support but 
her cottage parents, case manager and staff at BCH. Pray that 
she remembers that God is with her as she undertakes this 
challenge, and that she knows she can count on BCH to be 
there for her. 
 
TUESDAY  Pray for the child being discharged from a week in 
the hospital because of traumatic physical abuse. Pray as that 
child comes into the home of a BCH foster care family. Pray for 
the child’s physical, emotional, and spiritual healing. Pray that 



this child will find comfort in the care of the foster family and 
hope through reliance in Jesus Christ. 
 
WEDNESDAY   Pray for the cottage parents across BCH’s 
statewide locations who have been covering extra shifts for 
months where there is a shortage of couples. Pray that God will 
give them endurance, encouragement and strength as they care 
for numerous children who have experienced abuse and neglect 
in their pasts. Ask God to bless these cottage parents – these 
special men and women – for their service. 
 
THURSDAY  Please pray for a 16-year-old young lady as she 
transitions back home to her family this month. In situations 
where it is appropriate, BCH’s case managers and staff work to 
heal relationships and reconcile families. Please pray for this 
family relationship as they all come back together in the home. 
 
FRIDAY  Pray for a young mother as she seeks to overcome 
addiction through a recovery program. Pray that God will give 
her courage, endurance and strength. Pray that this program will 
meet her needs so she can be the parent she desires to be for 
her children. 
 
SATURDAY   Pray for our rising seniors living at BCH who are 
anxious about what the next school year will bring. This is a 
critical time for our children under the best of circumstances. 
With the challenges that COVID-19 has brought, there is 
uncertainty about what the school year will look like. Pray for the 
children as well as our cottage parents who have assumed 
additional responsibilities helping teach the children during stay-
at-home orders. 
 
WEEK FOUR  
SUNDAY   Pray for a pregnant 14-year-old girl at BCH’s single, 
teen mother program. Pray that the teen girl will feel the love 
and comfort of God through her caregivers and BCH staff. Pray 
that she can make healthy decisions for herself and her baby. 
Pray that she has peace knowing she is safe and cared for and 
that BCH is there to support her and equip her to care for her 
newborn. 
 
MONDAY  Pray for a BCH advanced education child who is 
pursuing a college degree. This student, who is not only dealing 
with academic disruptions because of COVID-19, also struggles 
with some difficult personal challenges. Pray that this student 
feels the presence of God in the midst of these challenges and 
leans on His wisdom and strength. 
 
TUESDAY   Pray for a 13-year-old boy who had little interest in 
learning about God when he first arrived at BCH. This child, who 
used to fall asleep during devotions in his cottage, is now asking 
questions about God and wants to know more. Pray that his 
heart will continue to open and make the decision to give his life 
to Christ. 
 
WEDNESDAY  Pray for an 18-month-old toddler who was 
removed from his parents and placed with a BCH foster care 
family. This young boy will be going to live with extended, 
biological family members out of state. Pray for him and his BCH 
foster parents as they prepare the toddler for this move. Pray for 
him and his new family that God will establish their home and 
that His love will bring the boy comfort and peace as he adjusts.  

 
THURSDAY  Pray for the churches across the state who 
passionately pray for and support BCH in many different ways. 
Pray for churches as they continue to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus to BCH’s boys, girls and families, but also as they care for 
the needs within their own congregations and communities as 
they navigate challenges brought on by COVID-19. 
 
FRIDAY   Pray for the six and seven–year old siblings that came 
into care wearing dirty and tattered clothing. Pray that they find 
the love and nurturing they desperately need through the care of 
BCH’s cottage parents and case managers. 
 
SATURDAY  Pray for every cottage parent, caregiver, chief, 
case manager and staff member at BCH that we will continue to 
lift high the name of Jesus! Pray that He will be honored and 
glorified before every child and family member we serve that 
they will see that His grace, mercy and love are sufficient for 
every need and challenge they face. 
 

 

ALPHABET PRAISE 
 

A lthough things are not perfect 
 
B ecause of trial or pain 
 
C ontinue in thanksgiving 
 
D o not begin to blame 
 
E ven when the times are hard 
 
F ierce winds are bound to blow 
 
G od is forever able 
 
H old on to what you know 
 
I magine life without His love 
 
J oy would cease to be 
 
K eep thanking Him for all the things 
 
L ove imparts to thee 
 
M ove out of “Camp Complaining” 
 
N o weapon that is known 
 
O n earth can yield the power 
 
P raise can do alone 
 
Q uit looking at the future 
 
R edeem the time at hand 
 
S tart every day with worship 
 
T o “thank” is a command 
 
U ntil we see Him coming 
 
V ictorious in the sky 
 
W e’ll run the race with gratitude 
 
X alting God most high 
 
Y es, there’ll be good times and yes some will be   
   bad, but… 
 
Z ion waits in glory…where none are ever sad! 



Highlights from Beyond 

“The Three Steps” 
 

 “This is the day the Lord has made, 

let us rejoice and be glad in it!” 
 

It is so wonderful to be able to see our church 

family, once again. For those who are unable to 

come on Sunday, I send my love and prayers and 

long for the day that we can be together, again. 

 

Continue to check out our church website, 

www.hazbap.org for church-wide updates and choir 

information. Even though the choir is not rehearsing 

on-site at this time due to the coronavirus, you will 

continue to receive music, through our website and 

my weekly e-mails, to learn and enjoy for when we 

do begin singing, again. I miss you so much and 

pray for you every day!  

 

Below is a poem by C.T. Studd, “Only one life, 

twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will 

last.” I hope it will inspire you, as it does me, to 

keep our life focused on the things that truly are 

important…. 

 
Only one life, twill soon be past, 

only what’s done for Christ will last. 
 

Poem  by  C. T. Studd 
 
 

Two little lines I heard one day, 

Traveling along life’s busy way; 

Bringing conviction to my heart, 

And from my mind would not depart; 

Only one life, twill soon be past, 

 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

Only one life, yes only one, 

Soon will its fleeting hours be done; 

Then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet, 

And stand before His Judgement seat; 

Only one life,’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

 

Only one life, the still small voice, 

Gently pleads for a better choice 

Bidding me selfish aims to leave, 

And to God’s holy will to cleave; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

Only one life, a few brief years, 

Each with its burdens, hopes, and fears; 

Each with its clays I must fulfill, 

living for self or in His will; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

 

When this bright world would tempt me sore, 

When Satan would a victory score; 

When self would seek to have its way, 

Then help me Lord with joy to say; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

 

Give me Father, a purpose deep, 

In joy or sorrow Thy word to keep; 

Faithful and true what e’er the strife, 

Pleasing Thee in my daily life; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

 

Oh let my love with fervor burn, 

And from the world now let me turn; 

Living for Thee, and Thee alone, 

Bringing Thee pleasure on Thy throne; 

Only one life, “twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

 

Only one life, yes only one, 

Now let me say,”Thy will be done”; 

And when at last I’ll hear the call, 

I know I’ll say “twas worth it all”; 

Only one life,’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. ” 

 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

And when I am dying, how happy I’ll be, 

If the lamp of my life has been burned 

out for Thee 

 

Remember…..This Year, Let Us All….. 

“REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS …. 

AGAIN, I SAY REJOICE!” 
 

In His Service and With Much Love, 
 
Denise 
 
E-Mail: damathis123@gmail.com 
Cell: 828-550-7408 
 

Soli Deo Gloria – 

“To the Glory of God Alone!” 



Who Packed Your 

Parachute Today 
  

Charles Plumb, a U.S. Naval Academy graduate, 
was a jet pilot in Vietnam. After 75 combat missions, 
his plane was destroyed by a surface-to-air missile. 
Plumb ejected and parachuted into enemy hands. 
He was captured and spent 6 years in a communist 
Vietnamese prison. He survived the ordeal and now 
lectures on lessons learned from that experience. 
 
One day, when Plumb and his wife were sitting in a 
restaurant, a man at another table came up and 
said, “You’re Plumb! You flew jet fighters in Vietnam 
from the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot 
down!” “How in the world did you know that?” asked 
Plumb. “I packed your parachute,” the man replied. 
Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude. The man 
pumped his hand and said, “I guess it worked!” 
Plumb assured him, “It sure did. If your chute hadn’t 
worked, I wouldn’t be here today.” 
 
Plumb couldn’t sleep that night, thinking about that 
man. Plumb says, “I kept wondering what he might 
have looked like in a Navy uniform: a white hat, a bib 
in the back, and bell-bottom trousers. I wonder how 
many times I might have seen him and not even said 
‘Good morning,’ ‘how are you?’ or anything because, 
you see, I was a fighter pilot and he was just a 
sailor.” Plumb thought of the many hours the sailor 
had spent on a long wooden table in the bowels of 
the ship, carefully weaving the shrouds and folding 
the silks of each chute, holding in his hands each 
time the fate of someone he didn’t know. 
 
Now, Plumb asks his audience, “Who’s packing your 
parachute?” Everyone has someone who provides 
what they need to make it through the day. Plumb 
also points out that he needed many kinds of 
parachutes when his plane was shot down over 
enemy territory – he needed his physical parachute, 
his mental parachute, his emotional parachute, and 
his spiritual parachute. He called on all these 
supports before reaching safety. Sometimes in the 
daily challenges that life gives us, we miss what is 
really important. We may fail to say hello, please, or 
thank you, congratulate someone on something 
wonderful that has happened to them, give a 
compliment, or just do something nice for no reason. 
As you go through this week, this month, this year, 
recognize people who pack your parachute. 
 
 
 

♥ The Dark Candle ♥ 
   

A man had a little daughter–an only and much 
beloved child. He lived only for her, she was his life. 
So when she became ill and her illness resisted the 
efforts of the best obtainable physicians, he 
became like a man possessed, moving heaven and 
earth to bring about her restoration to health. 
 
His best efforts proved fruitless, however, and the 
child died. The father was totally irreconcilable. He 
became a bitter recluse, shutting himself away from 
his many friends, refusing every activity that might 
restore his poise and bring him back to his normal 
self. 
 
Then one night he had a dream. He was in heaven 
and witnessing a grand pageant of all the little child 
angels. They were marching in an apparently 
endless line past the Great White Throne. Every 
white-robed, angelic tot carried a candle. He 
noticed, however, that one child’s candle was not 
lit. Then he saw that the child with the dark candle 
was his own little girl. Rushing towards her, while 
the pageant faltered, he seized her in his arms, 
caressed her tenderly, and asked, “How is that your 
candle is the only one not lit?” “Father, they often 
relight it, but your tears always put it out again,” she 
said. 
 
Just then he awoke from his dream. The lesson 
was crystal clear, and it’s effects were immediate. 
From that hour on he was no longer a recluse, but 
mingled freely and cheerfully with his former friends 
and associates. No longer would his little darling’s 
candle be extinguished by his useless tears. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Patsy Underwood 
Charlotte Square 

5820 Carmel Rd., #7 
Charlotte, NC  28226 

 



SCARS FOR LIFE 
 
Some years ago on a hot summer day in south 
Florida, a little boy decided to go for a swim in the 
old swimming hole behind his house. In a hurry to 
dive into the cool water, he ran out the back door, 
leaving behind shoes, socks, and shirt as he went. 
He flew into the water, not realizing that as he 
swam toward the middle of the lake, an alligator 
was swimming toward the shore. 
 
His mother in the house was looking out the 
window saw the two as they got closer and closer 
together. In utter fear, she ran toward the water, 
yelling to her son as loudly as she could. Hearing 
her voice, the little boy became alarmed and made 
a U-turn to swim to his mother. It was too late. Just 
as he reached her, the alligator reached him. 
 
From the dock, the mother grabbed her little boy by 
the arms just as the alligator snatched his legs. 
That began an incredible tug-of-war between the 
two. The alligator was much stronger than the 
mother, but the mother was much too passionate to 
let go. 
 
A farmer happened to drive by, heard her screams, 
raced from his truck, took aim and shot the 
alligator. Remarkably, after weeks and weeks in the 
hospital, the little boy survived. His legs were 
extremely scarred by the vicious attack of the 
animal. And, on his arms, were deep scratches 
where his mother’s fingernails dug into his flesh in 
her effort to hang on to the son she loved. 
 
The newspaper reporter who interviewed the boy 
after the trauma, asked if he would show him his 
scars. The boy lifted his pant legs. And then, with 
obvious pride, he said to the reporter, “But look at 
my arms. I have great scars on my arms, too. I 
have them because my Mom wouldn’t let go.” You 
and I can identify with that little boy. We have 
scars, too. No, not from an alligator, or anything 
quote so dramatic. But the scars of a painful past. 
Some of those scars are unsightly and have 
caused us deep regret. But, some wounds, my 
friend, are because God has refused to let go. 
 
In the midst of your struggle, He’s been there 
holding on to you. The Scripture teaches that God 
loves you. You are a child of God. He wants to 
protect you and provide for you in every way. 
 
But sometimes we foolishly wade into dangerous 
situations. The swimming hole of life is filled with 

peril – and we forget that the enemy is waiting to 
attack. That’s when the tug-of-war begins – and if 
you have the scars of His love on your arms be 
very, very grateful. He did not and will not – let you 
go. 

 

Forgiveness 

  Three years ago, a friend said something to me 
that hurt very deeply. I was speechless. I could not 
believe she could say that and mean it. When I had 
no response, she said, “I love you and don’t want to 
see you hurt.” My thought was, ‘if you love me, how 
could you say such a terrible thing about someone I 
love dearly’. But I was still speechless and just 
couldn’t respond. 
 
Days and weeks passed and it still bothered me. I 
prayed about it a lot and I thought I had forgiven 
her, but I couldn’t forget. Weeks and months went 
by. I didn’t dwell on this, but occasionally after my 
prayers at bedtime, I would think about it and 
couldn’t seem to clear this from my thoughts. 
Therefore, I would have a restless night. 
 
Two years passed and I began to doubt that I had 
forgiven her. I decided I would talk to her about it 
and tell her how much her words had hurt. Before I 
could talk to her, I wanted to think about what I 
would say that wouldn’t hurt her. (I’m not really sure 
she would even remember what she had said to 
me.) 
 
I prayed about this and asked God to give me the 
right words to say. After four days of praying about 
this, I began thinking God wasn’t listening to me. 
Then suddenly it became clear. God had heard and 
had answered my prayers. The answer was to say 
NOTHING. JUST FORGIVE. I did – and a sense of 
peace came to me. I have had no more restless 
nights over this. 
 
We all do and say things at time that hurt someone. 
We need forgiveness and we need to be able to 
forgive. Let us all pray for those who hurt us and 
ask God to give us the Grace to forgive them. 
Forgiving them gives us relief from our hurt. When 
we can truly forgive, it allows healing to take place 
in our spiritual lives. 
 
God knows He has to forgive us a lot. 
 


