HAZEL LEAF

Hazelwood Baptist Church
265 Hazelwood Avenue www.hazbap.org Waynesville, NC 28786

“To express the love of God through worship, caring, sharing, and reaching out to others with the good news of Jesus Christ.”

January 2026

Hello Hazelwood Baptist Church family,

I am truly grateful for the opportunity to serve alongside you in this new season at Hazelwood Baptist
Church. My wife, Brittany, and | have been married for 12 years, and we are blessed with three
children who keep life full, loud, and joyful. Our oldest daughter, Mirabella, is 11, followed closely by
Breya, who is 10, and Elora, who is almost 20 months old and very much keeps us on our toes. As a
family, we love spending time together, especially road tripping whenever we can, with a long-term
goal of visiting all 63 U.S. National Parks.

I have served in ministry for the past 16 years, and over that time God has grown in me a deep love for
the local church and a particular passion for revitalization, both in individual lives and within church
families. That calling has shaped not only my ministry experience, but also my preparation. |
completed my undergraduate degree in Christian Ministry, earned a Master of Divinity in Church
Leadership, and later a Doctor of Ministry in Church Revitalization from Liberty University. At the
heart of all of it is a simple conviction: God delights in bringing renewal and hope where there has
been discouragement, healing where there has been weariness, and new life where things may feel
stuck or uncertain.

As a family, we are genuinely thankful to now call Hazelwood Baptist Church home. We are excited to
be part of this church family and eager to see how God will continue to work among us as He breathes
fresh life into our church. We believe the best days of Hazelwood are not behind us, but ahead of us, as
we listen together to the Spirit’s leading and walk faithfully in obedience.

Over the next few months, one of our greatest hopes is to spend time with each of you, whether as
couples or one-on-one, to hear your story and learn your heart for Hazelwood Baptist Church. We want
to listen well, understand where you’ve been, and discern together where God may be leading us as a
church family.

As we step into this season, I'm reminded of Paul’s words in Romans 15:13: “May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit.” Revitalization is ultimately not about programs or personalities, it’s about hope. When
we trust God together, He fills His people with renewed joy, peace, and expectation for what He alone
can do. My prayer is that Hazelwood Baptist Church would overflow with that hope in the days ahead.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Matt






JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
5. Ann Kinsland, Jim Shell
9. Bill Barker, Jewell Carver
11. Jan Plummer
17. Ron Ingle
19. Mary Allen, Andy Beck
20. Layna Cope
22. Roy Haynes
25. Parker Chambers
29. Beth Cook

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations to Ron & Mary Shook
who will be celebrating their
22nd Wedding Anniversary on January 1.

Congratulations to Gary & Myra Smith
who will be celebrating their
14th Wedding Anniversary on January 7.

SYMPATHY
Sympathy to Polly & Ed Leatherwood in the passing
of a sister-in-law, Mary Jordan in Baltimore,
Maryland. Mary was preceded in death by her
husband, Don Jordan, Polly’s brother.

BIRTH
Announcing the arrival of Logan Russell Ross to
Tyler & Alex Ross. Grandparents are Gary & Myra
Smith (Mimi and Papaw)

“Dear Lord, as | step into this new
year, | seek Your guidance and
blessings. Help me to trust in
Your plans for me and to
embrace the opportunities that lie
ahead. May this year be filled
with Your grace, protection, and
love. Amen.”

PERSPECTIVES COURSE

Hazelwood Baptist Church will host the
Perspectives Course beginning on January 20. The
course will meet in our Fellowship Hall each
Tuesday from 6pm to 9pm for fifteen
weeks. Perspectives is a discipleship course
exploring different aspects of God's global purpose
in a multi-faceted learning experience.
Perspectives isn't a course solely about world
missions. It's a study program rooted in Scripture,
clarifying each believer's remarkable opportunity to
co-labor with God in His global purpose. If you
would like more information on Perspectives, or if
you would like to enroll in the course please
visit www.perspectives.org.

Another Year Is Dawning

Another year is dawning,
Dear Master, let it be,
In working, or in waiting,
Another year with Thee.
Another year of mercies,
Of faithfulness and grace;
Another year of gladness
In the shining of Thy face.
Another year of progress,
Another year of praise,
Another year of proving
Thy presence all the days.
Another year of service,
Of witness of Thy love,
Another year of training
For holier work above.
Another year is dawning,
Dear Master, let it be
On earth, or else in heaven
Another year for Thee.

--Francis Ridley Havergal (1874)


http://www.perspectives.org/

Don't Cling to the Firewood
by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

They're just a young couple, | can tell. These
mouseholders who have taken up residence in the
woodpile are just starting out in life. They've built a
nest under the pile of oak firewood | am loading into
the back of our station wagon.

We had our first frost a few days ago, and had spent
several days winterizing our house. So had this
mouse couple. At the bottom of the woodpile their
nest would be dry and warm in all but the wettest of
storms, ready for the young ones that would surely
be coming soon.

I think of my wife and me in our first apartment many
years ago. So excited, so optimistic.

These are tiny mice, equipped with miniature
jumping legs, their little bodies only 2-1/2 inches long
-- if you don't count the tail. | must seem like a huge
giant as | deconstruct their carefully built lives, one
log at a time.

| feel sorry for them. Such cute little creatures, so
hopeful for the future, yet so filled with terror at what
is happening to them.

"What's going on, dear?" the mouse bride cries.

"l don't know," her husband answers. "Nothing like
this has ever happened before."

He's wrong, of course. Change happens --
constantly. But, thankfully, it's not too often that our
entire lives are altered forever by external events.

A few weeks after my bride and | had moved into our
first apartment, | received a draft notice: "Greetings
from the President of the United States." Yes,
greetings to you, too, Mr. President. Our carefully
constructed lives suddenly took a sharp turn.

You've had some of those turns, too. The death of
someone very close to you ... Divorce ... Loss of a
job ... Failure of a business ... An illness or injury.

Suddenly, life is not the same and never will be
again. Everything's different. And we try to cope -
sometimes in healthy ways, sometimes in self-
destructive ways.

| keep loading the firewood into the back of the
wagon. I'm about to stack it higher yet when | see
one of the tiny mice clinging to a piece of firewood in
the back of the car. Another few seconds and he
would have been crushed. | pick him up by his long
tail, set him on the ground, and go back to get more
logs. When | return he is still at the same place on
the ground where | put him -- stunned by these
events, barely able to get out of harm's way.

We're so mouse-like sometimes.

Life goes on. The props change, sometimes all too
often. We're so tempted to cling to the props as they
are being dragged off the set. And sometimes we're
hurt because of our inability to let go, so attached to
the accouterments of the past that it's impossible for
us to welcome the future.

Change requires courage, great helpings of it. My
mind goes to Joshua in the Bible. For nearly forty
years he has been an understudy to the great leader
Moses. Now Moses is dead and leadership is thrust
fully upon Joshua. Ahead is the Jordan River
running at flood stage, and beyond that the fortified
cities of Canaan -- the "Promised Land" that seems
so elusive. Talk about change? Joshua has change
swirling all around him.

And God speaks to him a word: "Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified, do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go" (Joshua 1:9).

Our mouse couple looks up as their world is
trembling. One by one the logs that comprise their
shelter are disappearing, and soon only open sky is
above. What do you do?

Do you cling to the firewood and risked being
crushed by it? Or do you cling to God's promise to
you?

God has promised to be with you wherever you go.
He has promised never to leave you or forsake you.
What he asks of you is faith to overcome your terror.
Courage to meet your discouragement. And
confidence to draw on his strength.

Change is a constant. No part of our lives will
endure unchanged for more than a few years, a few
decades at most. But the Lord our God is
unchangeable. He is forever. You can put down your
roots into him, knowing that in this way you will
never be utterly uprooted again.

| think of Mr. and Mrs. Mouse. My heart goes out to
them. I've been where they are, and so have you.
And | hope that, even as | am writing these words,
they are dragging their nest into another shelter in
the woods to keep them dry and warm this winter. |
hope that Mr. Mouse has finally got over his shock
and got with the program. Older now, and wiser they
are.

And if | could offer just one word of advice for them
and for you - and for me - it would be this: Don't cling
to the firewood.



NEW YEAR 2026

"Being confident of this, that he who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus." Philippians 1:6

Every January 1st, millions of people dust off their
list of New Year’s resolutions. “This is my year,”
they say with steely-eyed determination. Gym
memberships skyrocket, vegetables sell out, and
journals are filled with promises to finally
become that person - organized, disciplined, and
kale-loving. By February? The gym is quiet and the
donuts are back.

Here’s the thing: resolutions tap into something real
- our desire for change. Deep down, we know we're
not quite who we’re meant to be. It's the echo of a
truth as old as time: we’re created for more, but we
can’t seem to get there on our own. Every failed
resolution serves as a reminder that grit alone won'’t
fix what’s broken.

So, should we ditch resolutions altogether? Not
exactly. The problem isn’'t in setting goals, it's in
where we place our hope. Most resolutions focus
on external change - losing weight, saving money,
finally finishing that stack of unread books. But
lasting transformation starts on the inside, in our
hearts. And here’s the truth we don’t always want to
face: we don’t just need new habits, we need a new
source of strength.

This is where the gospel comes in. Real change
isn't about trying harder. God isn’t impressed by
how many pounds you lose or how many miles you
run. He’s after your heart. He invites you to let him
do the heavy lifting, to reshape you from the inside
out. Transformation doesn’t happen overnight -
spiritual growth is more like planting seeds than
flipping a switch. But with God’s power, change is
possible.

So, this year, set your goals, but hold them loosely.
Instead of striving, invite God into the process. Let
your resolution be to rely on him - to grow in grace,
to love deeper, and to live with purpose. Because
the best transformation isn’t found in the gym or the
bank account - it's found in a life surrendered to
Jesus.

Choose one or two realistic goals that align with
your spiritual growth, like spending five minutes a
day in prayer, reading a chapter of the Bible daily,
attending Bible study class, joining a serve team, or
tithing faithfully. Start with one step.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, as | step into this new
year, | bring my hopes, goals, and dreams to you.

Help me to see where you are leading and give me
the strength to follow. Transform my heart from the
inside out so that my life reflects your purpose.
When | struggle or fall short, remind me that you
are faithful to finish the work you’ve started in me.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

LET US PRAY:
By Ed Leatherwood (12/14/25)

As the ushers come forward to receive the offering, |
pray that it will be a worshipful time as we give those
tithes and offerings. Bless the gifts and the giver, |
pray in your name. AMEN

Perhaps some of you may be thinking that's the
shortest offertory prayer I've ever heard. Well, | have
something else | would like to mention ... that is ...
Giving Thanks.

A few years ago for various reasons, our church
began a decline in membership and finances. ‘What
are we going to do became our concern,’ Salaries
and hours were reduced, and there were even
rumors that Hazelwood might have to close ... But
God!

He said | have other plans for you. ‘You have
served this community for over 100 years.’ There
are resources available to you! ‘Reach out to
other churches, surely this is not just a
Hazelwood concern.” We did reach out to other
churches and to the North Carolina Baptist State
Convention. We chose the State Convention and
The Orchard Church. Both organizations participate
in  “Revitalization Programs.” That word
“Revitalization” was new to Hazelwood Baptist, but
through our prayers, it quickly became part of our
vocabulary. He does answer prayers, you know!

To make a long story short, our association with The
Orchard Church and the State Convention resulted
in our locating a minister, Rev. Matthew Coyne. Part
of his education resulted in a Revitalization degree.
He and his family came to Hazelwood for an
introduction and visit. Following extensive reflection
and consideration, we asked him to become our
pastor, and he graciously accepted the role.

Why do | say these words? | want us to give thanks
to all those who have worked long hours to reach
this decision. Above all, we give thanks to God for
his presence. He deserves our praise! AMEN


https://www.bible.com/bible/111/PHP.1.6

